
This brochure was produced by the New Jersey Conservation Partnership:
New Jersey Association of Conservation Districts (NJACD)
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
NJ Department of Agriculture, State Soil Conservation Committee (SSCC)
New Jersey’s 16 Soil Conservation Districts (SCD)

For more information on best management practices for controlling stormwater pollution, contact
any of the New Jersey Conservation Partnership organizations:

Original artwork by Ron Zalme, Newton, NJ.  The New Jersey Conservation Partnership would like to
thank the Hartford County, CT Soil and Water Conservation District for their assistance

with the information provided in this pamphlet.

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

When these materials enter
surface waters such as lakes
and streams they can destroy
habitat, kill fish, ruin shellfish
harvesting, reduce water
clarity, and close beaches.

Let’s follow STORMIE and see how storm sewers provide a direct link be-
tween our daily activities and water pollution in lakes, streams,

rivers, wetlands, and coastal waters.

Do You Know Where Your
Storm Water Goes?

Storm sewers are a direct link between us and
our rivers and streams.

If you look in the street outside of your home or office and search the parking lots around town,
you will probably find storm sewer inlets. Did you ever wonder what happens to the water that
spills down into the inlets?

A common misconception about storm sewers is that they carry water to a wastewater treatment
plant. This is not usually the case. Storm sewers primarily transport stormwater (rain and melting
snow) to the nearest river, lake, stream or wetland.

Stormwater often contains pollutants found on streets and parking lots such as:

× pet wastes

× leaves and grass clippings

× fertilizers and pesticides

× soil

× litter

× gasoline

× oil and antifreeze.

What’s going
down your

storm sewer
inlet?
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Bergen County SCD
700 Kinderkamack Road, Suite 106
Oradell, NJ  07649
(201) 261-4407
e-mail: bergenscd@attglobal.net

Burlington County SCD
Tiffany Square, Suite 100
1289 Route 38
Hainesport, NJ 08036
(609) 267-7410
e-mail: burlsoil@bellatlantic.net

Camden County SCD
423 Commerce Lane, Suite 1
W. Berlin, NJ 08091
(856) 767-6299
e-mail: ccscd@jersey.net

Cape-Atlantic SCD
Atlantic County Office Bldg.
6260 Old Harding Highway
Mays Landing, NJ 08330
(609) 625-3144
e-mail: capeatlantic@comcast.net
http://www.capeatlanticscd.org

Cumberland SCD and Salem SCD
1516 Route 77
PO Box 68
Deerfield, NJ 08313
(856) 451-2422
e-mail: cumbsoil@aol.com

Freehold SCD (Monmouth
            and Middlesex counties)

4000 Kozloski Road
Freehold, NJ 07728
(732) 683-8500
e-mail: info@freeholdscd.org
http://www.freeholdscd.org
www.freeholdscd.org

Gloucester County SCD
301 Hollydell Drive
Sewell, NJ 08080
(856) 589-5250
e-mail: gloucester

          @nj.nacdnet.org
www.gloucesterscd.org

Hudson, Essex, Passaic SCD
15 Bloomfield Avenue
North Caldwell, NJ 07006
(973) 364-0786
e-mail: hepscd@bellatlantic.net

Hunterdon County SCD
687 Pittstown Road, Suite 1

       Frenchtown, NJ  08825
(908) 788-9466
e-mail: hcscd@att.net

Mercer County SCD
508 Hughes Drive
Hamilton Square, NJ 08690
(609) 586-9603
e-mail: Mercersoil@aol.com
www.mercerscd.org

Morris County SCD
Court House, P.O. Box 900
Morristown, NJ 07963-0900
(973) 285-2953
e-mail:  morrissoil@optonline.net

Ocean County SCD
714 Lacey Road
Forked River,  NJ 08731
(609) 971-7002
 e-mail: info@ocscd.org
 http://www.ocscd.org

Somerset-Union SCD
Somerset County 4-H Bldg.
308 Milltown Road
Bridgewater,  NJ 08807
(908) 526-2701
e-mail: soilconsrv@co.somerset.nj.us
www.co.somerset.nj.us

Sussex County SCD
186 Halsey Rd., Suite 2
Newton, NJ  07860
(973) 579-5074
e-mail: sussex@nj.nacdnet.org
http://home.earthlink.net/~sussexscd2

Warren County SCD
     224 Stiger Street
     Hackettstown, NJ 07840
     (908) 852-2579
     email: wcscd@bellatlantic.net
     www.warrencountyscd.org

Natural Resources Conservation Service
     220 Davidson Avenue, 4th Floor
     Somerset, NJ 08873
     (732) 537-6040
     http://www.nj.nrcs.usda.gov

State Soil Conservation Committee,
     NJDA,  P.O. Box 330
     Trenton, NJ 08625
     (609) 292-5540
      web site: http://www.state.nj.us/
         agriculture/rural/natrsrc.htm



Reducing pollution from stormwater –
What you can do to help:

√ Sweep (do not hose) soil, leaves, grass
clippings, and any fertilizer off your sidewalk,
driveway, and street to avoid having them end up
in the sewer system. Compost these materials.

√ Dispose of pet
wastes properly; e.g.
flushing down the
toilet, wrapping tightly
in a plastic bag and
throwing in garbage (check local
ordinances), burying, or
composting in a pet
waste composter.

√ Dispose of motor
oil, antifreeze, pesti-
cides, paints, solvents, and other liquids properly
(do not use storm sewers).

√ Apply fertilizers and pesticides properly and
in recommended amounts based on results of a
soil test. Contact your county Rutgers
Cooperative Extension office for information
about soil testing.

√ Minimize use of de-icing materials on
sidewalks and driveways or use non-toxic
substances such as sawdust.

What is nonpoint source pollution?

Nonpoint source (NPS) pollution is pollution associated
with runoff from rainfall, snowmelt, lawnsprinkling, car
washings, and sidewalk hosings. It does not come directly
from a building via a pipe but rather is the result of water running
diffusely across a field, a yard, a sidewalk, a street, a parking lot–or

seeping through the ground. NPS pollution
includes anything that is picked up and carried
by water–leaves, sediments, fertilizers, pesticides, road salt, animal
droppings, litter, car fluids and drippings, and dissolved metals (from
car corrosion and wear).

Controlling volume of stormwater–
What you can do to help:

Polluted stormwater is a major cause of water
pollution problems in New Jersey. In addition to
preventing substances from entering stormwater,
you can help minimize stormwater pollution by
increasing the amount of water that soaks into the
ground, thus reducing the amount that flows into the
street and down storm drains. Here’s what you can
do:

√ Maintain some of your property in a natural state.

√ Redirect downspouts
from paved areas to
vegetated areas.

√ Plant trees, shrubs, or
ground covers.

√ Use a rain barrel to catch and
store water for garden use.

√ Install gravel trenches along driveways or patios.

√ Use porous materials such as wooden planks, bricks,
or stones for walkways and patios.

√ If building or redoing a home, have any nonporous
surfaces graded so water flows onto  lawn areas.

√ Wash your car on the lawn, not the driveway. Or
take your car to a car wash. Most car washes
recycle wash water for reuse.

What communities can do to help reduce water
pollution:

√ Install stormwater best management practices (BMPs)
in all areas, and require stormwater BMPs in all new
developments.

√ Increase street sweeping, clean
out catch basins, and reduce road
salt application in winter.

√ Require leaves and other yard
wastes to be placed on the curb for
collection rather than in the gutter.

√ Support your Soil Conservation District in reducing
erosion and sedimentation.

√ Promote recycling and household chemical waste
collection programs.

To lake, stream, river,
wetland or coastal

water

What is a Watershed?

It is the land that water flows across or
under on its way to a stream, river, or lake.
The landscape is made up of many inter-
connected basins, or watersheds. Everyone
lives in a watershed. You influence what
happens in your watershed, good or bad, by
how you treat the natural resources--the soil,
water, air, plants, and animals.

With thousands of storm sewer inlets around town, stormwater is a major contributor to
water pollution in urban areas. Although each storm sewer inlet contributes only a small
number of pollutants, when added together, pollution concentrations often exceed the limits
established for industries and wastewater treatment plants. If the pollutants entering each of
these inlets can be reduced, so will the pollution in area waters.

To lake, stream,
river, wetland or

coastal water

Wait! We
have to
scoop up!

Don’t dump
any fluids in
the sewer!


